
2014 PCT Thru-hike
by Brian “Tartan” Watt 

April 16, 2014 to September 6, 2014



“We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do 
the other things, not because they are easy, but 
because they are hard, because that goal will serve 
to organize and measure the best of our energies and 
skills, because that challenge is one that we are 
willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, 
and one which we intend to win, and the others, too.” 

President John F. Kennedy, September 12, 1962



The Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) spans 2,660 miles as it 
traverses the mountains of California, Oregon and 
Washington. The Pacific Crest Trail was officially finished in 
1993, and crosses 26 National Forests, 7 National Parks, 5 
State Parks and 3 National Monuments. It typically takes 
thru-hikers about five months to hike the entire trail.



The 
Pacific 
Crest 
Trail 
aka 
The PCT



Pre-Hike



Gear List 
with Weight



Overview of 
Resupply Stops 
with Mileage



Detailed Plan 
Stop-by-Stop



Mailing 
Labels 
(Easily 
Visible)



Gear at Home 
Ordered by Number



Halfmile Maps 
250+ Pages 
Sent in Resupplies



Preparation Week-by-Week: 
Mileage, Route, 
Recovery, & Camping; 
10% increase per week



Permits



Southern California

566.5 Miles 
Mile 0 to 566.5



Leaving 4/16 from PCT 
Southern Terminus 
Mile 0



I’m Tartan, 
A Solo Hiker



My Home: A ZPacks Hexamid Plus tarptent



Wind and Snow on Mt. San Jacinto 
First Bad Weather; Tent Rips at 2 AM 
Mile 190



Repaired 8” Tent Rip from Snow Load 
At Ziggy and the Bear’s home 
Mile 210.8 



Typical Southern 
California Trail 
Mile 361



Central California

528 Miles 
Mile 566.5 to 1094.4



First Crossing 
Afterwards Toes Numb 
Mile 769



Forester Pass - Mile 779.5 
Can you see the switchbacks?



Nearly to the Top 
Snow Chute to the Left 
Mile 779.5



At the Top Looking North 
13,200 Feet & No trail! 
Mile 779.5



East Vidette in  
the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains - Mile 787



Bullfrog Lake in 
the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains - Mile 788.5



Panoramic View from 
Kearsarge Pass 
Going to Independence CA 
Mile 788.5



150 miles with my son Justin 
from Yosemite to Tahoe 
Mile 942 to Mile 1092



Crossing Snow Fields 
Mile 1012



Northern California

632.5 Miles 
Miles 1094.5 to 1727.0



Heather Lake in Desolation Wilderness 
Mile 1103



PCT 
Midpoint 
Mile 1326.6



California / Oregon Border 
Mile 1698.9



Oregon

428 Miles 
Mile 1727.0 to 2155.0



166 miles with my son Matthew 
from Sisters to Cascade Locks 
Mile 1989.5 to Mile 2155



Mt. Jefferson 
Mile 2036



Crossing Mountain Glacial Streams by Rocks 
Russell Creek - Mile 2039.5



Mt. Hood First Sighting 
Mile 2093



Crossing Mountain Glacial Streams By Logs 
Mile 2114



Crossing Columbia River 
Entering Washington - Mile 2155



Washington

513.8 Miles 
Mile 2155 to 2668.8



Goat Rocks Wilderness 
Above the Clouds - Mile 2283 
Mt. Adams and Mt. St. Helens



Mt. Rainier 
Mile 2284



Goat Rocks Knife Edge 
w/ Mt. Rainer Mile 2285



Rain Gear 
Mile 2363



Tree Blow Downs 
Mile 2451



Heading Down to a Crossing 
Mile 2452



Panoramic View of 
Northern Cascade 
Mountains - Mile 2622



Panoramic View of 
Northern Cascade 
Mountains - Mile 2648



Last Night’s Campsite at Woody Pass 
Mile 2649



Last Day’s Sunrise at Woody Pass 
Mile 2649



Arriving 9/6 at PCT 
Northern Terminus 
After 144 days 
with 7 zero days 
Mile 2660



With my daughter Katie 
at PCT Northern Terminus 
Mile 2660



The Hike Completed 
Manning Park BC - Mile 2668.8



Post-Hike
In Vancouver BC Canada 

Reintegrating back into society after five months on the trail



From Tartan to Brian



No BAD DAD No!



No BAD DAD No!



No BAD DAD No!



No BAD DAD No!



No BAD DAD No!



Poster of 
Mile Markers 
On The Trail



PCT Hike Completion Medal



At White Pass WA

Bilbo Nobody’s 
Friend

Root 
Beer 
Float





Resources
• Pacific Crest Trail Association - http://www.pcta.org/ 

• Pacific Crest Trail Listserve - pct-l@backcountry.net 

• Pacific Crest Trail on Facebook 

• group: Pacific Crest Trail - https://www.facebook.com/groups/PCNST 

• group: PCT Class of 2014 -https://www.facebook.com/groups/573346889342374/ 

• group: PCT Class of 2015 - https://www.facebook.com/groups/608334832544246/ 

• Yogi's Pacific Crest Trail Handbook ($40.00) - http://www.yogisbooks.com 

• Also get printed Halfmile PCT Maps (wait for latest version) ($38.00) 

• Craig’s PCT Planner - http://www.pctplanner.com/ 

• Halfmile’s PCT Maps (wait for latest version) - http://www.pctmap.net/ 

• Halfmile’s PCT Free App - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/halfmiles-pct/id521937514?mt=8 

• Guthook PCT 5 Apps (Southern, Central, & Northern California, Oregon and Washington: PCT Thru-Hiker 
Special $24.99) - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/guthooks-pacific-crest-trail/id843792262?mt=8 

• PCTHYOH Free App - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pcthyoh/id461413265?mt=8 

• Pacific Crest Trail Water Report - http://pctwater.com/
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http://pctwater.com/


The End


